
“Education is what 
remains after one 

has forgotten what 
one has learned in 

school.” 
~ Albert Einstein
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What “This is 
America” Means
For This America

By Kavya Uppalapati

 On May 5, Donald Glover, 
more commonly recognized 
by his stage name, Childish  
Gambino, released the music 
video for his new single, “This 
is America.” In one week, the 
video received over one hun-
dred million views, and is widely  
regarded for its powerful  
messages and commentaries on 
American society. 
 Gun violence is one of the 
most prominent themes in his 
video, first shown as the playful, 
light melodies of the opening few 
seconds of the song are inter-
rupted when Childish Gambino 
shoots a black man tied up in 
a chair. After the shooting, the 
gun is carefully placed on a 
handkerchief, but much less at-
tention is paid to the body, which 
is dragged away on the ground.  
According to one video produced 
by the Washington Post, one of 
the more subtle messages of 
the opening scene prior to the 
shooting are Childish Gam-
bino’s dances and poses which 
resemble Jim Crow caricatures, 
highlighting the racial tensions 
that are often associated with 
gun violence in America. Ad-
ditionally, A Huffington Post 
article points out how one man 
commits suicide by jumping off 
a balcony in the background, yet 
it is barely noticeable amidst 
the dancing. This shows how 
many Americans do not talk 
about mental illness, instead 
leaving many people to suffer in 
silence. Later in the video, there 
is a direct reference to the 2015 
Charleston massacre, as Childish 
Gambino kills ten church choir 
singers. But, only nine people 
were killed in the 2015 Charles-
ton massacre, addressing the fact 
that hate crimes will continue to 
occur, represented by  the one 
extra person. 
 According to the Wash-
ington Post, the scene at the 
end of the video is similar to 
the Sunken Place scene from 
the movie “Get Out.” Appro-
priately, the star of “Get Out,” 
Daniel Kaluuya, introduced 
Childish Gambino when he per-
formed on Saturday Night Live, 
the same day the music video  

was released. Within the music 
video, Childish Gambino seems 
to be under pursuit by the po-
lice, after smoking a joint of  
marijuana. Though there is an 
array of violence throughout the 
video, most notably depicted  
in the two shootings, the po-
lice only try to arrest Childish 
Gambino when he is smok-
ing marijuana. This juxta-
poses the mass incarceration 
of black men for marijuana 
possession with America’s  
relaxed attitude towards guns 
and gun control, issues which 
often lead to violence and death. 
 Childish Gambino dances 
with school children amidst the 
chaos of the violence. Viewers 
have interpreted this in different 
ways; one is how America loves 
to use black culture, specifically 
dance moves, but still turns a 
blind eye towards violence to-
wards black people. Another is 
about how many young children, 
especially black children, are ex-
posed to violence at such a young 
age, and dance is a mechanism 
to distract oneself from the vio-
lence around them. These chil-
dren are also portrayed in the 
live performance on Saturday 
Night Live, emphasizing their 
importance to the message of 
the song. 
 Childish Gambino utilizes 
consistency in costume choice in 
both the music video and Sat-
urday Night Live Performance 
to highlight another essential 
underlying message of his piece. 
In both the music video and live 
performance, Childish Gambino 
is seen shirtless, only wearing 
two gold chains and pants with 
a similar style to those worn 
by Confederate soldiers. There 
is a stark contrast between his 
gold chains, something worn 
by many black artists, and his 
pants, which are reminiscent of 
the Civil War era. The symbolism 
throughout both the Saturday 
Night Live Performance and 
music video for “This is America” 
addresses truths about America 
in its current state, and the am-
biguity of these messages has 
effectively spurred conversations 
and debates that are essential to 
resolve the tensions that divide 
our nation.◆

By Olivia Fox
 
 With the arrival of spring 
comes many lasts, farewells, and 
departures in the Bryn Mawr 
community. As the seniors leave 
campus for their senior projects 
and underclassmen fret over 
final exams, essays and proj-
ects, the school year is coming 
to a close. However, amidst the 
chaos that manifests itself within 
the final weeks of school, Bryn 
Mawr’s athletes experience a dif-
ferent conclusion as they partake 
in their last games of the 2018 
spring season.
 During this year’s spring 
season, students solidified their 
love for athletics and established 
strong connections while play-
ing for the school’s golf, softball, 
badminton, lacrosse, and track 
teams. 
 Regardless of the team’s 
small size and the long length of 
the matches, members of the golf 
team brought their best to each 
course they played. Motivated 
by their coach, March Pio Roda 
Klein ’86, the team worked hard 
in practices, and ended the sea-
son by winning the golf champi-
onship for the second year in a 
row. Moreover, team members 
Rachel Lee ’20 and Paige War-
ren ’21 secured first and second 
place in the event’s individual 
competition. 
 The softball team also 
had a successful season, placing 
third in its division prior to play-
offs. Along with its success, the 

members of the team connected 
during their spring break trip  
to Myrtle Beach. “This year’s 
team bond was the closest  
out of the four years,” said 
Hannah Sawa ’18. “I think this  
season was the best out of them 
all!” 
 While Bryn Mawr’s soft-
ball team worked hard on the 
field, the JV and varsity badmin-
ton teams filled their courts with 
Mawrtian 
spirit. Us-
ing their 
spirit and 
determi-
n a t i o n , 
the teams 
w e r e 
able to 
grow and 
d e v e l o p 
through-
out the 
season as they took on schools 
such as Garrison Forest, 
Friends, Notre Dame Prep, and 
Roland Park Country. “It’s an 
understatement to say we had 
an amazing season,” exclaimed 
Grace Harlan ’20. 
 With the help of their 
new head coaches, Brooke Mat-
thews and Matt Mitchell, the JV  
and varsity lacrosse teams 
brought  s trength  and  
resilience to the turf, resulting  
in numerous victories. “The  
energy and attitude on both 
teams was admirable,” said 
Athletic Director, Ms. Veprek. 
The teams’ energy and atti-

tude impressed others as well,  
attracting large audiences to 
many of their games, including 
their Friday Night Lights game 
at Johns Hopkins against Du-
laney High School.
 By far the largest spring 
team, the runners, jumpers and 
throwers of track broke several 
school records during their sea-
son. Although their season is 
over, the friendships forged on 

the team 
will  last 
much lon-
ger. “Not 
only did 
we bond 
with our 
teammates 
throughout 
the season, 
but we also 
b o n d e d 
with other 

teams that we’d see at meets,” 
remarked Maelynn Ugokwe ’20.
 Bryn Mawr’s sports 
teams provide a much-needed 
outlet for students to step  
back from their hectic  
Upper School schedules 
and spend time with their  
c l a s s m a t e s ,  f o r m i n g 
tightly knit bonds that  
will last much longer than a 
single sports season. While  
victory is often a tangible  
accomplishment, the true  
victories of these teams  
reached far beyond the  
field, weaving into every  
part of the athletes’ lives. ◆
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Admidst the chaos 
that manifests itself 

within the final weeks 
of school, Bryn Mawr’s 

athletes experience a 
different conclusion as 

they partake in their 
last games of the 2018 

spring season.
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By Noran Shalby and Eliza-
beth Cucuzzella
Editorial

  Ever since the concep-
tion of civilization, humans have 
been posed with the fundamental 
questions of how to best operate 
both as individuals within a 
society and as civilians within a 
political order. Individuals and 
societies, as well as civilians and 
governments, have historically 
taken disparate, and often con-
flicting, approaches to these per-
tinent and ever-evolving chal-
lenges. One of the most prominent 
responses to such questions has 
been the development of various 
social and political philosophies. 
Social philosophy is the question 
of individual social behavior and 
how these values are implement-
ed more broadly in society. Po-
litical philosophy, on the other 
hand, is the relationship between 
civilians and governments, 
posing the fundamental question 
of how governments can function 
in the best interest of their civil-
ians. In American society, liber-
alism and conservatism have 
emerged as the dominating 
philosophies. These ideologies 
inform nearly every aspect of our 
lives, from our interpersonal in-
teractions to the legislation 
enacted in our nation. This edi-
torial will assess these two unlike, 
but equally legitimate, philoso-
phies from the lens of both of 
their social 
and political 
principles. 
The aim of 
this editorial 
is not to ad-
vocate for 
nor discred-
it either of 
these philos-
ophies. Its 
primary function is to offer a 
more comprehensive under-
standing of the philosophical and 
empirical foundations of both 
liberalism and conservatism, in 
order to facilitate constructive 
dialogue and foster a better un-
derstanding within the Bryn 
Mawr community. This editorial 
should not serve as an imposition, 
but rather as an invitation for 
conversation.
 According to Gallup 
polling, conservative Americans 
make up 36% of the general 
voting public as of last year.  
However, what does it truly mean 
to hold a conservative perspec-
tive?   The first appearance of the 
word “conservative” to describe 
a social or political party was 
during the French Revolution of 
the 18th century. Conservatism 
lived in the parties who fought to 
reinstate the monarchy and roll 
back the changes the French Rev-
olution brought about in their 
society. Since then, the funda-
mental principles of conservatism 
have evolved to address contem-
porary issues while maintaining 
their primary ethos. 
 So what does it mean to be 

a conservative in 21st century 
America? There is much deliber-
ation within the political arena 
about how to truly define Amer-
ican conservatism as a social and 
political philosophy; however, the 
core beliefs remain consistent. 
First and foremost, conservatism 
is the belief that there is wisdom 
in tradition and maintaining long 
standing government laws. In this 
way, conservative philosophy has 
not altered much since the days 
of the French Revolution; just as 
French citizens turned towards 
their past to try and find a bright-
er future, American conservatives 
believe there is power in the or-
thodox. For example, in recent 
months, the political world has 
exploded in disputes over main-
taining, abolishing, or adjusting 
the Second Amendment. The 
Second Amendment, which 
permits law abiding American 
citizens to own firearms, is almost 
as old as our country itself. 
America is not the same as it was 
1787 — the world is no longer the 
same. However, conservatives 
believe that because tradition has 
upheld the Second Amendment, 
guns are not the primary factor 
in the recent national crisis. They 
look to changes in our society, 
changes in the ways Americans 
raise their children and the ways 
in which technology has spread 
so rapidly, to find a solution to 
the ever growing predicament.  
While gun reform is called for 

and, as 
m o s t 
conser-
v a t i v e s 
a g r e e , 
n e c e s -
sary, the 
abolish-
ment of 
t h e 
S e c o n d 

Amendment is not the solution.  
 Conservatism advocates 
strongly for a government to 
protect its own over protecting 
the masses; it is the government’s 
job to defend its own people 
instead of putting them in jeop-
ardy by interfering in another 
country’s upheaval. Because of 
this, conservatives are more likely 
to vouch for a more strict immi-
gration policy.  There was an 
immense reaction, both positive 
and negative, to President 
Trump’s proposal of a travel ban 
on seven Middle Eastern nations 
known to boast a population of 
active terrorists. The rationale 
behind this ban was that the 
American government has a duty 
to safeguard its own against 
forces that are actively trying to 
harm it. Conservatism puts a 
government’s responsibility to its 
people over all else.
  Arguably the most funda-
mental principle of conservatism 
is the belief that the government 
should have minimal interference 
in the lives of its people. There is 
a strong emphasis on citizens 
working for themselves and 
helping themselves instead of 

relying on the government to 
supply for them. This means con-
servatives are generally more in 
favor of lower taxes and less in 
favor of government issued aids 
such as Obamacare.  Conserva-
tism advocates for freedom of the 
individual and the freedom of 
independent businesses to run 
without a barrage of government 
influences or restrictions.
 Liberalism has historical-
ly been one of the most promi-
nent sociopolitical traditions of 
the Western world. The tenets of 
liberalism are derived from the 
basic principle of liberty, or the 
political notion of freedom from 
inordinate or unjust governmen-
tal imposition on an individual’s 
beliefs and behaviors. The fun-
damental principles of modern 
liberalism are accredited to sev-
enteenth-century English philos-
opher, John Locke. Locke’s work, 
the Two Treatises of Government, 
is widely regarded as the first 
exposition of liberalism. In his 
work, Locke establishes the ele-
mentary purpose of government 
as the protection of its citizens’ 
inherent rights: mainly, the right 
to life, liberty, and property. 
Locke stressed liberty, equality, 
limited and democratic govern-
ment, and the rule of law as the 
main precepts of liberalism.  
 In modern American 
society, sociopolitical liberalism 
manifests itself primarily in gov-
ernmental and societal efforts to 
promote human welfare. These 
efforts are perhaps best demon-
strated by federal subsidies and 
social movements. Because one 
of the structural principles of 
liberalism is the responsibility of 
the government to protect the 
rights of its citizens, liberals 
support governmental policies 
that provide subsidies for low-in-
come, disabled, and elderly 
persons, as well as financial se-
curity for unemployed individuals 
as they are transitioning from a 
state of unemployment. Liberals 

also support federal housing pro-
grams for the homeless, victims 
of domestic abuse, and other 
domestically displaced persons. 
In addition to that, because af-
fordable healthcare is essential 
to securing an American’s right 
to life, liberals have historically 
pushed for the passage of legis-
lation that would form a taxpay-
er funded, uniform system of 
healthcare. Liberalism’s distinct 
partiality 
to the ad-
v a n c e -
ment of 
h u m a n 
wel fare 
has also 
caused it 
t o 
become 
r e p r e -
sented by movements which 
advocate for the social and polit-
ical emancipation of systemati-
cally disadvantaged peoples, es-
pecially those who have been 
historically subject to discrimi-
nation in the public and private 
sectors of the United States, such 
as women and racial minorities. 
Liberals have pushed for refor-
mation to ameliorate disparities 
such as the gender pay gap, the 
mass incarceration of African 
Americans, and the legal barriers 
impeding many impoverished 
individuals from obtaining voter 
registration.  
 Compared to conserva-
tives, liberals value progression 
as opposed to tradition. Liberals 
recognize that the further the 
human race advances through 
time and space, the more we will 
experience exponential growth in 
technology, infrastructure, and 
in innumerably more aspects of 
human civilization that will chal-
lenge the sociopolitical structures 
of our nation. In response to this 
challenge, liberals generally ad-
vocate for the adaptation of these 
preconceived structures to the 
alterations occurring in the light 

of modernity. For example, in 
response to the influx of refugees 
from politically turbulent or eco-
nomically troubled countries 
such as Syria or Venezuela in the 
past few years, liberals majorly 
supported a simplification of the 
legal immigration and refugee 
habilitation processes in order to 
accommodate a greater popula-
tion of displaced peoples. 
  Ultimately, liberalism 

stresses the 
right to life, 
liberty, and 
the pursuit 
of happi-
ness prom-
ised to every 
American 
individual 
since the 
conception 

of this nation. Through the es-
tablishment of a centralized, 
more regulatory government and 
a commitment to social progres-
sion, liberals believe we can 
foster a more politically sustain-
able nation and equitable society. 
 Just as darkness cannot 
exist without the notion of light, 
and cold cannot exist without the 
concept of heat, liberalism and 
conservatism have become 
tangled entities in our society; if 
one were to exist without the 
other, our civilization would not 
be able to sustain itself political-
ly or socially. The two vary in 
many regards, and there is com-
monly much dispute between 
Americans about which is good 
and which is bad, but at the heart, 
both conceptualizations advocate 
for the people, for just govern-
ment, and for functioning, inclu-
sive society to prevail over all. 
America is at a crossroads cur-
rently, and our society needs 
compatibility between tradition 
and progress, protection and 
activism, and independence and 
dependence to guide it along the 
right path to a brighter future.  
 ◆ 

2  

Ever since the conception 
of civilization, humans 

have been posed with the 
questions of how to best 

operate both as individu-
als within a society and 
as civilians within a po-

litical order.

Liberalism and conserva-
tism have become entan-
gled in our society; if one 
were to exist without the 

other, our civilization 
would not be able to 

sustain itself politically 
or socially.
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An interpretation of Liberalism and Conservatism by Sophie Wachs and Anne Noon
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By Emma Cotter

Across
6. Visit Maryland’s 
historic capital
9. Chill by the beach or 
hit the boardwalk
12. Grab a bite at the 
Food Market or the 
Charmery
13. See beehives and 
flamingos at this fun-
filled festival
14. Grab a corn dog or 
some funnel cake and 
take a ride on The 
Scrambler 
15. Set sail in Western 
Maryland

Down:
1. Go for a hike or see 
Fourth of July fire-
works at this Baltimore 
County park
2. Catch an outdoor 
movie and Atwater’s 
soup
3. Check out the Min-
iature Exhibit or grab a 
bite at Gertrude’s
4. Cheer on the O’s
5. Touch a stingray, see 
some sharks, and 
watch a dolphin show
7. Dare to ride Super-
man

8. Take a ride on the 
Capital Wheel
10. Go shopping at 
Anthropologie or take 
a walk by the water
11. Pick some crabs 
and visit the Inn at 
Perry Cabin ◆

For answers to the 
crossword, please see 
page 5.

By Hannah Brecher

 WARNING – SPOILER 
ALERTS.  If you have not seen 
Avengers: Infinity War, you 
should stop reading here.
 Presuming that you are 
still reading, you’ve seen the 
movie, and don’t need me to re-
hash it in detail here. In one 
sentence - a 2 ½ hour epic that 
involves almost all of the Aveng-
ers and Guardians of the Galaxy 
attempting to prevent Thanos 
from collecting all 5 Infinity 
Stones and then destroying half 
of the life in the universe ends 
with the bad guy winning.  
 Except, maybe it didn’t.
 Despite all of the battle 
scenes, clever dialogue, and 

twists that brought the various 
characters together, the key to 
this movie may very well be Dr. 
Strange. Huh? Dr. Strange is a 
minor character in this film – 
especially compared to Tha-
nos, Thor or even Gamora. 
Sure he’s cool, but so is 
Groot.
 Recall about halfway 
through the movie when Dr. 
Strange, Iron Man, and Spi-
derman are traveling to Ti-
tan to bring the fight to Thanos. 
Dr. Strange has the Time Stone, 
and he tells Iron Man that he will 
let Iron Man and Spiderman die 
before relinquishing it to Tha-
nos. A bit later, these Avengers 
are on Titan where they have 
been joined by Star Lord, Gamo-

ra and Drax. As they await Tha-
nos, Iron Man sees Dr. Strange 
repeatedly phasing through 
time, and asks him what he is 
doing. Dr. Strange tells him that 

he is witnessing every alternate 
future following the outcome of 
the fight against Thanos.  
 Iron Man, “How many are 
there?”
 D r .  S t r a n g e , 
“14,200,000.”
 Iron Man, “In how many 

do we win?”
 Dr. Strange, “One.”
 The battle commences, 
and instead of just watching 
Thanos kill Iron Man, Dr. 

Strange readily hands the 
Time Stone to Thanos – ex-
actly what he had sworn 
NOT to do prior to the fight.  
Dr. Strange looks at Iron 
Man and says, “There was no 
other way.”
So… did Dr. Strange hand 

over the Time Stone BECAUSE 
that is the one  scenario in which 
the good guys will ultimately 
win? We won’t know until the 
sequel, but my money says that 
Marvel didn’t just kill off half of 
its superhero universe.
 Separately, I was blown 

away by Thanos’s character. 
Rather than making Thanos a 
one-dimensional homicidal ma-
niac, Thanos is intelligent and 
nuanced. He loves Gamora as a 
daughter, is almost God-like in 
his desire to save the universe by 
solving overpopulation, and very 
egalitarian in choosing which 
half will die. As such, Thanos is 
a huge upgrade over most car-
toon villains .
 For Marvel fans, Infinity 
War was the much anticipated 
convergence of many favorite 
characters, and while the movie 
was full of unexpected twists that 
left some frustrated, the Marvel 
universe still has much in store 
for the future. 
◆

Explore Maryland’s Fun Summertime Spots

A Perspective on Avengers: Infinity War

WARNING – SPOILER 
ALERTS.  If you have not 
seen Avengers: Infinity 
War, you should stop 

reading here.
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MONS, FLICKR
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 Although our school 
year is drawing to a close, politi-
cal tensions in countries across 
the world are on the rise. One 
particular conflict which has 
drawn attention recently is the 
Iranian nuclear deal. This deal 
is a structural deal between 
Iran and the members of the 
United Nations Security Coun-
cil: Russia, the United States, 
China, the United Kingdom, 
Germany, France, and the Eu-
ropean Union. To construct the 
deal,  representatives attended 
a series of meetings which took 
place from March 26 to April 2, 
2015 in Switzerland. Finally, af-
ter much discussion, the coun-
tries came to a conclusion, titled 
the “Joint Comprehensive Plan 
of Action” (here referred to as 
the Iranian Nuclear deal). 
The agreement was made to 
limit the amount of explosive 
nuclear elements that the Irani-
an government could produce, 
such as plutonium and ura-
nium. In return, the capital of 
Iran, Tehran, would receive bil-
lions of dollars in relief from the 
United Nations Security Coun-
cil. Keeping true to the deal, 
Iran curbed its nuclear program 
with a ten year restriction on the 
production, as well as complete 
exportation and destruction 

of all nuclear weapons. In this 
way, Iran could no longer hold 
or seek any nuclear weapons, 
unless for exclusively peaceful 
purposes. The deal was passed 
in July 2015 under the jurisdic-
tion of former president, Barack 
Obama. Regarding this deal, 
Obama stated “This deal [was] 
not built on trust. It [was] built 
on verification.” The Iranian nu-
clear deal  has been standing for 
almost three years now. How-
ever, President Trump wants to 
completely abolish the deal with 
Iran. Trump states that he sees 
the deal as a failure to truly ad-
dress the issue of nuclear weap-
onry within the Middle East. 
Trump also views the Iranian 
Nuclear deal as an abomination 
for not allowing international 
inspectors to have greater ac-
cess to missle sites, as well as a 
failure in terms of gaining Ira-
nian support to retain peace. 
The U.K., France, and Germany 
made last-ditch efforts to per-
suade Trump to remain in the 
deal to no avail. No matter how 
many of Trump’s demands the 
countries agreed to, nor how 
much each country stressed the 
importance of the deal, no nego-
tiations were or are being made 
to change Trump’s decision on 
the Iranian nuclear deal.  

 Part of the deal was 
that the U.S. government was 
to waive American sanctions, 
which are financial penalties 
paid through taxes and then 
enforced on the Iran people. 
Trump’s exit from the Iranian 
deal enables him to reinstate 
these sanctions. The renewed 
sanctions target Iran’s econo-
my, especially in terms of its 
energy consumption. Before 
the deal, sanctions restricted 
Iranian government rule, as 
their economic financial situa-
tion began to decrease by about 
nine percent per year. As a re-
sult, Iran’s oil exports fell by 
half, and billions of foreign dol-
lars were frozen in the overseas 
bank systems. Trump’s removal 
of American sanctions allowed 
for almost the opposite to hap-
pen. Iran’s economic financial 
situation increased by seven 
percent and its soil exports and 
foreign assets were unfrozen. In 
response to the Trump adminis-
tration’s decision to terminate 
the deal, Obama stated that it 
will cause more conflict. “If the 
constraints on Iran’s nuclear 
program...are lost, we could be 
hastening the day when we are 
faced with the choice between 
living with that threat, or going 
to war to prevent it.” ◆

Trump Administration 
Abandons the Iran Nuclear Deal

By Gillian Blum

 Each year, seniors 
reach out to underclassmen 
whom they are close and ring 
the school bell– a longstand-
ing Bryn Mawr tradition. For a 
school that practically revolves 
around the value of tradition, 
what makes bell-ringing stand 
out? Perhaps it is not just the act 
of ringing the bell with someone 
you care about that makes this 
tradition unique, but how ring-
ing the bell marks the end of 
one’s Bryn Mawr experience, 
and the beginning of a new life 
in college, and therefore in the 
world.
 Bell ringing is an event 
long-awaited by seniors since 
freshman year – when it actu-
ally comes, it marks the end of 
their Bryn Mawr careers. Se-
niors graduate only a couple of 
weeks after they ring the bell, 
so it represents the conclusion 

of their time here. Addition-
ally, it marks the beginning of 
after-BMS life. The day after 
bell-ringing, seniors start their 
senior projects. These projects 
place them right into the real 
world for a hands-on experience 
working. Bell-ringing repre-
sents these seniors leaving Bryn 
Mawr, but starting an exciting 
new life. Despite the sadness 
of leaving Bryn Mawr, seniors 
can have this chance to mark 
new beginnings and ends with 
underclassman whom they care 
about.
 Raven Brown ’18 could 
not agree with this more. “The 
actual day of bell ringing truly 
marked the end of life at Bryn 
Mawr. However it wasn’t com-
pletely sad because that same 
bell marked the start of a new 
journey that my classmates and 
I are about to embark on. Bryn 
Mawr has supplied me with the 
tools I need to go out into this 

world, and 

ringing that bell signifies the 
commencement of a life that 
Bryn Mawr has been preparing 
me to live.” Raven understands 
that though ringing the bell 
means her BMS experience has 
come to an end, it also gives her 
hope for an exciting adult life 
for which Bryn Mawr has set her 
up.
 As the class of 2018 
participated in one of their final 
experiences as Bryn Mawr stu-
dents with tears in their eyes, 
they understood that the bell-
ringing is so much more than 
a tradition. It simultaneously 
marks the end of life as BMS stu-
dents and the beginning of life 
as adults in the world. The ring-
ing of the bell is their chance to 
look back on their time at Bryn 
Mawr, enjoy the present by do-
ing something they had been 
looking forward to for years 
past, and look forward at what 
is to come for them in the real 
world. ◆

By Inara Jalisi
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An Inside Look: 
The Met Gala

By Sophie Leheny

 From “Anna Wintour’s 
party” by the New York Times 
and “the Super Bowl of fash-
ion” by Vogue, to “an A.T.M. for 
the Met” by the publicist Paul 
Wilmot, the Met Gala has taken 
on many names, revealing the 
complex nature of this museum 
fundraiser. The event is offi-
cially called “The Metropolitan 
Museum of 
Art’s Cos-
tume Insti-
tute bene-
fit” because 
the money 
raised at 
the event 
goes to 
the Met’s 
C o s t u m e 
I n s t i t u t e 
(the only 
Met de-
p a r t m e n t 
r e s p o n -
sible for 
funding it-
self). Since 
1995, Anna 
W i n t o u r , 
editor-in-
chief of 
Vogue, has 
c u r a t e d 
the event, 
m e a n i n g 
that every-
t h i n g 
a b o u t 
the event is under her control, 
from the invitees to the theme. 
Attending costs $30,000 for a 
single ticket and $275,000 for 
a whole table, but not everyone 
who attends pays for a ticket. 
Designer brands will often buy a 
table and invite celebrities to sit 
there, with the expectation that 
the celebrity wears the brand’s 
c l o t h i n g . 
Ms. Win-
tour also 
i n v i t e s 
rising de-
s i g n e r s 
who can-
not afford 
tickets in 
an attempt 
to help 
take their 
c a r e e r s 
to new 
heights. 
 
The gala 
h a s t a k e n 
place on 
the first 
Monday in 
May since 
1959, but 
it became more of a spectacle 
and gained media attention in 
1973 under the reign of fashion 
editor Diana Vreeland. Tradi-
tionally, stars would begin at a 
cocktail party in the main hall of 
the Met before seeing the year’s 
Costume Institute exhibit, hav-
ing dinner at the museum res-
taurant, and celebrating at a 
final party in the Egyptian ex-
hibit. Nowadays, what happens 

inside the Met Gala after the red 
carpet is a secret and posting 
photos from inside the event is 
forbidden. However, it is known 
that guests still tour the year’s 
costume exhibition, and there is 
always dinner with a guest per-
former.  
 The big defining fea-
ture of the event is always the 
theme, which is based on the 
year’s Costume Institute exhib-

it. Celebri-
ties who 
choose not 
to dress 
to theme 
are often 
subjected 
to pub-
lic back-
lash and 
branded as 
ungrateful 
for their 
invitations. 
However, 
the themes 
are also 
a point 
of con-
t r o v e r s y . 
The 2015 
t h e m e , 
“ C h i n a 
t h r o u g h 
the looking 
glass,” led 
to many 
celebrities 

m i s s -
ing the 

mark, idealizing and appropri-
ating Asian culture. Numerous 
people wore garments from 
Asian cultures, and the idea of 
China’s effect on Western design 
suggested an unequal hierarchy 
between the cultures. However, 
others believe that the theme 
allowed attendees to highlight 
the exchange between east and 

west, bring-
ing greater 
a t t e n t i o n 
to Chi-
nese attire. 
This year’s 
t h e m e , 
“Heavenly 
B o d i e s : 
Fashion and 
the Catholic 
I m a g i n a -
tion,” raised 
similar con-
t r o v e r s i e s 
a m o n g s t 
C a t h o l i c s , 
but it re-
ceived offi-
cial approv-
al from the 
Vatican (the 
Vatican do-

nated 150 items to the Costume 
Institute’s exhibit). Though, like 
always, some people choose 
to dress away from the theme, 
highlights included Rihanna’s 
pope inspired outfit, Ariana 
Grande’s Sistine Chapel dress, 
and Zendaya’s take on Joan of 
Arc.  ◆ 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF MR. STEPHENS
Taylor Reed and Alice Ball ’18 ring the bell with underclassmen

This year’s theme, 
“Heavenly Bodies: 

Fashion and the 
Catholic Imagina-
tion,” raised simi-
lar controversies 

amongst Catholics, 
but it received offi-
cial approval from 

the Vatican (the 
Vatican donated 150 
items to the Costume 
Institute’s exhibit).

PHOTO COURTESY OF GETTY IMAGES
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By Lillian Graul

 With the school year com-
ing to a close, marking the end 
of Ms. Sadler’s first year at Bryn 
Mawr, Ms. Sadler has taken the 
time to reflect upon this year in 
a quill interview. In her short 
time here, Ms. Sadler has met 
and learned about many of her 
students and seen the reboot of 
the house system along with 
several other changes. In addi-
tion, she has become a part of 
the Mawrtian Nation and the 
city it calls home, shouting the 
love to the students on the field, 
in the classroom, on the stage, 
and anywhere around campus. 
Finally, she reflects on her favor-
ite Bryn Mawr traditions and 
what she is most excited for in 
the coming  school year.  
 
How has your experience in 
Bryn Mawr and in Balti-
more contrasted to your 
experience in Hathaway 
Brown in Ohio? 
 
There are many similarities in 
the two schools, and most im-
portantly for me, both are places 
where girls are encouraged and 
challenged to strive for auda-
cious goals. I love my new posi-
tion here because of the more 
expansive opportunity to make 
a difference. I, of course, will 
always feel very connected to 
HB, but Bryn Mawr has quickly 
become my favorite school on 
the planet. 
 
What is an accomplishment 
you’re most proud of? 
 
I am proud to be the new Head 
of the Bryn Mawr community 
and think it’s an exceptional 
privilege to lead such an excel-
lent school. Our students are 
dedicated and earnestly try to do 
their best each day. It’s really a 
pleasure to watch that unfold. 
Our graduates are truly formi-
dable young women who are 
ready to make a real difference 
in the world. That’s an impor-
tant contribution and I am glad 
to be a small part of the process.

What has 
been your 
favorite experience at Bryn 
Mawr? 
 
I have absolutely loved Spirit 
Days! The times when the entire 
community is together stand out 
as days when I step back with 
pride about being the head of 
this amazing school. It’s wonder-
ful to see younger girls looking 
up to older girls, and to see you 
all supporting each other in dif-
ferent sports, arts and activities. 
I have to say the parade on Fall 
Spirit Day still stands out as the 
best moment of the year. 
 

What was it like to be new to 
Bryn Mawr and be the advi-
sor of a group of seniors? 
 
I was so glad to be welcomed 
into Ms. Detorie’s group! She’s 
been an amazing co-advisor, and 
the seniors I advise have taught 
me so much about the school. 
There is nothing like hearing 
directly from our students how 
the school experience feels. I also 
credit the Class of 2018 with set-
ting a positive, joyful tone 
through their leadership, and I 
feel grateful every day to have 
student leaders dedicated to cre-
ating a strong community. I have 
really enjoyed the opportunity to 
get to know the seniors, and 
since I’ll have the least amount 
of time with them, I think it was 
a great decision. 
 

What is your favorite part 
about Baltimore?
 
For sure, it’s this beautiful spring 
weather! It was 37 degrees yes-
terday in Cleveland. I don’t miss 
that AT ALL! The flowering trees 
and flower bulbs have been mag-
nificent this spring and I am 
enjoying every minute of it. 

As we’re closing off the 
school year, what are you 
most looking forward and 
why?
 
I look forward to Senior Bell 

Ringing. I know that for a girl 
who has given her all at Bryn 
Mawr, that moment will be a 
bittersweet mix of triumph and 
sentimentality. Seniors have 
grown up here and now move on 
to begin their first phase of 
adulthood. I hope as they pull 
that rope, they can think about 
all the lessons they’ve learned on 
this big hill, and when they hear 
the bell toll, they know we 
proudly celebrate everything 
they have become and every-
thing they have yet to be. 
 
Now that you have com-
pleted your first year, what 
are some goals for the fu-
ture of BMS? 
 
There are two things I feel very 
strongly about.
 
From Little School to Upper 
School, we have so much to offer 
one another. I hope each stu-
dent here can feel at home and 
valued for who she is! Our col-
lective strength is so much more 
powerful than divided factions. 
If we are going to make our way 
successfully into the future, we 
need to draw ideas and inspira-
tion from all quarters. Learning 
to truly appreciating the beauti-
fully diverse community that we 
are is very important to me. 
 
I’d also really like to work to-
gether as a school to find a bal-
ance between achievement and 
emotional well-being. All your 
life, your strength as an indi-
vidual and as a leader will come 
from being able to tap into 
strong inner resources. You need 
to know how to work hard, AND 
how to refresh your energy. Bryn 
Mawr is a place where girls are 
encouraged to do challenging 
and meaningful things. That 
should feel exciting and inspir-
ing. You are tremendously tal-
ented young women with unlim-
ited potential. There’s a 
connection between your well 
being and your leadership po-
tential that we can explore more 
fully. I look forward to building 
more resources in this area. ◆
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One Year as “Queen of the Mawrtians”

PHOTO COURTESY OF JAMIE WINDON

Cartoon: Happy Summer

CARTOON COURTESY OF EDWINA YOU
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By Grace Hayes
Satire

 For years, Americans have 
been living in a web of lies. We go 
about our daily business, waking 
up, eating 
meals, and 
watching tv 
mindlessly, 
ignoring the 
elephant in 
the room. 
Or maybe, 
the elephant 
that’s not in 
the room. 
Or maybe, the elephant that’s 
not in the world. Or maybe, it’s 
not an elephant at all. Maybe the 
elephant is a country. A country 
that is fake. Finland. It’s fake. 
The country we all vaguely 
know of and probably feel pretty 
neutral about doesn’t exist. You 
may ask how this is possible. 
What about the vast knowledge 
everyone has of Finland? What 
about all the people that have 
been to Finland? But if you re-
ally think hard, do you actually 
know anything about Finland? 
How many people do you know 
that have gone on vacation to 
Finland? Probably not, and 
probably nobody. They did this 
on purpose. Here’s some back-

ground to explain this accurate, 
viable, and relevant conspiracy. 
According to an article on The 
Culture Trip, “In the Cold War 
era, Japan and the Soviet Union 
supposedly shared a secret 

about a stretch of 
the Baltic Sea be-
tween the Soviet 
Union and Swe-
den. Around the 
mid-20th century, 
the two nations 
collectively spread 
the idea that there 
was a landmass 
known as Finland 

on the stretch of ocean, to keep 
the good fishing be-
tween themselves. 
The Japanese were 
free to fish as much 
as they liked there 
without worrying 
about international 
laws, so long as they 
give a share to Rus-
sia.” Additionally, 
the trans- siberian railway was 
built to transport catches from 
the Baltic Sea to Japan under 
the disguise of Nokia hardware 
which explains why Japan is a 
big importer of many of their 
products. As we all know, creat-
ing a fake country and building 
an extensive, transcontinental 

railway to avoid fishing laws 
was the best solution, and they 
did an impeccable job of hiding 
their lies… until now. You may 
think you are in Finland, but 
really you are in remote villages 
of Estonia and Sweden- they’re 
just lying to you. This theory 
began, as most true things do, 
as a thread on Reddit. Unfortu-
nately there is not much other 
information available since the 
creator doesn’t quite believe his 
own conspiracy, but before the 
skeptics ruined him, he was a 
real pioneer. Now that the truth 
is out, even the country’s name 
points to its lack of existence. 

Finland, FIN-
land. Fins. Fish. 
Fishing. Japan 
a n d  R u s s i a 
creating a fake 
country to avoid 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
fishing laws. I 
hope that one 
day the world 

will wake up to the truth about 
what Finland really is- or isn’t. 
◆
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Finland is Fake

For years, Amer-
icans have been 
living in a web 

of lies... ignoring 
the elephant in 

the room...
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Oh the Places They’ll Go...

 The Colleges and Universities where the Class of 2018 will head this fall .
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